
 
    
 
ACT Now Resources/Supports 

 Advocacy Tools: ACT Now will provide afterschool advocates with advocacy tools including action alerts, 
sample letters to policymakers, phone scripts for calls to policymakers, sample plans for site visits, and 
sample letters to editors. 

 Advocacy Day: Each year ACT Now hosts an Advocacy Day in partnership with its coalition partners.  
During this day, ACT Now will provide tools and resources for meeting with legislators in Springfield.  

 Policy Training: The Coalition will provide training on how to carry out policy actions during conference 
calls.  

 Policy Updates: ACT Now will provide Advocates with updates on what is going on with afterschool policy 
in Illinois.  

 Networking: ACT Now will provide time for advocates to connect with one another to share updates and 
resources and make connections with other leaders in the afterschool field.  

 Media/Communications:  ACT Now will highlight the work of the Advocates and their programs in its 
media, communications, and policy strategies.  

 
Afterschool Advocates Asks:  

 Participate in 2 Advocate conference calls per year: There will be at least 4 conference call opportunities 
each year so that Advocates can choose which calls best fit their schedule.  The call dates will be sent out 
in advance.  

 Participate in 4 calls to action each year: Calls to action can include phone calls or letters to policymakers, 
letters to editors, organizing events, meetings with policymakers, inviting policymakers for site visits, 
participating in advocacy days, or participating in afterschool visibility events.  ACT Now will send 
advocates specific calls to action to Advocates in addition to resources to participate in calls to action at 
any time.   

 Help plan and facilitate regional advocacy trainings/events: Advocates will occasionally be asked to help 
plan and facilitate trainings for their region in partnership with ACT Now staff. 

 Provide feedback on calls to action and community reactions: Advocates will provide ACT Now with 
feedback on how community members and policymakers responded to calls to action.  This is vital 
feedback that will inform ACT Now’s strategy.   

 Gather and share 2 afterschool success stories per year: Advocates will gather success stories that 
celebrate afterschool from their program, youth, families, or community members and share them with 
ACT Now.  ACT Now will use these stories in the communications and policy work.  

 Make 2 stakeholder or partner connections per year:  Advocates will work to gain new afterschool 
partners.  These can include engaging school or community partners or bringing new partners into the 
Coalition or Advocates program.  

 


