
 

 

    

Lights On Afterschool 2017 

Advocacy is sharing your point of view and ideas with legislators in order to generate their support for your 
work. It is a great way to engage policymakers in discussions about issues constituents, like you, face in your 
communities.  
 
You never know when you will need the support of your local policymakers, so it is important to start those 
relationships now.  Lights On Afterschool is a good time to remind your local policymakers about the 
importance of afterschool and the value of your program.  Even if you do not have time to invite policymakers 
to a Lights On event, you can take a few minutes to send a letter or make a phone call.   

 
You can start by identifying your state legislator. Visit the Illinois State Board of Elections District/Official 
Search page to find your elected official. You can learn more about your state legislators by visiting Illinois 
General Assembly’s website and legislators’ individual websites.  
 
Below is a template letter and phone script that you can use to contact your legislators.  You can also send an 
automated message with our action alert. 
 

 
 
 
Sample Letter to Policymakers 
 

Dear Senator/Representative,  
 
October 26, 2017 is Lights On Afterschool.  I am writing to remind you to support afterschool in your work 
representing the people of Illinois.  

Launched in October 2000, Lights On Afterschool is a nationwide event celebrating afterschool programs and 
their important role in the lives of children, families, and communities. Lights On Afterschool draws attention 
to the many ways afterschool programs support students by offering them opportunities to learn new things 
and discover new skills. The event sends a powerful message that millions more kids need quality afterschool 
programs. 

Quality afterschool programs equip children and teens to succeed in school, connect with their communities, 
and prepare them to be healthy accomplished adults. Not only are programs cost-effective, but students who 
participate demonstrate improvements in attendance, behavior, and academic achievements and have higher 
graduation rates.  Programs keep kids supervised and safe, providing families a peace of mind during the 
afterschool hours. In Illinois, 18% of students participate in an afterschool program; however, 41% of Illinois’ 
students would take part in an afterschool program, if one were available to them.  
 
You can show support for your local afterschool programs by: 

• Visiting your local programs 
• Making afterschool a legislative priority for you 

Advocacy

http://www.elections.il.gov/DistrictLocator/DistrictOfficialSearchByAddress.aspx
http://www.elections.il.gov/DistrictLocator/DistrictOfficialSearchByAddress.aspx
http://www.ilga.gov/
http://www.ilga.gov/
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/o/50920/p/dia/action3/common/public/?action_KEY=19698


 

 

    

Lights On Afterschool 2017 

• Telling school districts to include afterschool to the maximum amount possible in their Every 
Student Succeeds Act implementation plan 

• Supporting funding for Teen REACH and 21st Century 
• Asking the Governor and agency leaders to include afterschool as an implementation strategy for 

the Children’s Cabinet’s goals 
 

Sincerely,   

[Name} 

 

Sample Call Script 
 

Hi, My name is _______________ and I am calling from _____________________ (your program name) to 
remind _____________ (legislator name) that October 26th is Lights On Afterschool.  Lights On Afterschool is 
the nationwide event celebrating afterschool programs and their important role in the lives of children, 
families and communities. We ask that you reach out to your afterschool programs on this day, and keep them 
in mind in your work representing the people of Illinois. Thank you for your time. 


