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Launched in October 2000, Lights On Afterschool is the only nationwide event celebrating afterschool 
programs and their important role in the lives of children, families, and communities. The effort has become a 
hallmark of the afterschool movement and generates media coverage across the country each year. Lights On 
Afterschool is a great time to celebrate the successes of your afterschool program and showcase those 
successes to parents, community leaders, local businesses, policymakers, and the media.   
 
This toolkit will help you celebrate Lights On Afterschool in a variety of ways, for example: 

 Making sure policymakers know about Lights On Afterschool and support afterschool programs 

 Posting on social media 

 Planning a Lights On Afterschool event 

 Inviting local leaders to your program to see your work in action 

 Examples of ideas for celebrating with your programs 

Read on for more information on these topics and more.  If your program needs help in reaching out to local 
leaders or has any questions, please reach out to Susan Stanton, ACT Now Network Lead, at 
stantons@metrofamily.org.  
 
 

 
Advocacy is sharing your point of view and ideas with legislators in order to generate their support for your 
work. It is a great way to engage policymakers in discussions about issues constituents, like you, face in your 
communities.  
 
You never know when you will need the support of your local policymakers, so it is important to start those 
relationships now.  Lights On Afterschool is a good time to remind your local policymakers about the 
importance of afterschool and the value of your program.  Even if you do not have time to invite policymakers 
to a Lights On event, you can take a few minutes to send a letter or make a phone call.   

 
You can start by identifying your state legislator. Visit the Illinois State Board of Elections District/Official 
Search page to find your elected official. You can learn more about your state legislators by visiting Illinois 
General Assembly’s website and legislators’ individual websites.  
 
Below is a template letter and phone script that you can use to contact your legislators.  You can also send an 
automated message with our action alert. 
 

 
 
 

Introduction

Advocacy

mailto:stantons@metrofamily.org
http://www.elections.il.gov/DistrictLocator/DistrictOfficialSearchByAddress.aspx
http://www.elections.il.gov/DistrictLocator/DistrictOfficialSearchByAddress.aspx
http://www.ilga.gov/
http://www.ilga.gov/
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/o/50920/p/dia/action3/common/public/?action_KEY=19698


 

    
 

Sample Letter to Policymakers 
 

Dear Senator/Representative,  
 
October 26, 2017 is Lights On Afterschool.  I am writing to remind you to support afterschool in your work 
representing the people of Illinois.  

Launched in October 2000, Lights On Afterschool is a nationwide event celebrating afterschool programs and 
their important role in the lives of children, families, and communities. Lights On Afterschool draws attention 
to the many ways afterschool programs support students by offering them opportunities to learn new things 
and discover new skills. The event sends a powerful message that millions more kids need quality afterschool 
programs. 

Quality afterschool programs equip children and teens to succeed in school, connect with their communities, 
and prepare them to be healthy accomplished adults. Not only are programs cost-effective, but students who 
participate demonstrate improvements in attendance, behavior, and academic achievements and have higher 
graduation rates.  Programs keep kids supervised and safe, providing families a peace of mind during the 
afterschool hours. In Illinois, 18% of students participate in an afterschool program; however, 41% of Illinois’ 
students would take part in an afterschool program, if one were available to them.  
 
You can show support for your local afterschool programs by: 

• Visiting your local programs 
• Making afterschool a legislative priority for you 
• Telling school districts to include afterschool to the maximum amount possible in their Every 

Student Succeeds Act implementation plan 
• Supporting funding for Teen REACH and 21st Century 
• Asking the Governor and agency leaders to include afterschool as an implementation strategy for 

the Children’s Cabinet’s goals 
 

Sincerely,   

[Name} 

 

Sample Call Script 
 

Hi, My name is _______________ and I am calling from _____________________ (your program name) to 
remind _____________ (legislator name) that October 26th is Lights On Afterschool.  Lights On Afterschool is 
the nationwide event celebrating afterschool programs and their important role in the lives of children, 
families and communities. We ask that you reach out to your afterschool programs on this day, and keep them 
in mind in your work representing the people of Illinois. Thank you for your time.



 

    
 

Social media is a powerful tool that is changing the way people absorb information, mobilize for advocacy, and 
raise awareness about issue campaigns. If you or your organization is not already on social media, the first 
step is to sign up for a free account. The steps to set up an account are basic, but both Twitter and Facebook 
have “help” pages that will guide you through the process and give you a better understanding of how the 
platform works. 
 
The Afterschool Alliance has Lights On Social Media Graphics on their website as well as a Social Media Guide.  
You can use the graphics to change your profile picture and cover photo for the month of October to show your 
support for afterschool.  
 
 

Sample Tweets 
 
During Lights On Afterschool, celebrate the afterschool programs in Illinois that serve 404,791 children.  
#LightsOnIL #LightsOnAfterschool 
 
Lights On Afterschool (10/26/17) the national celebration of afterschool programs promotes the importance 
of quality afterschool programs. #LightsOnIL #LightsOnAfterschool 
 
741,400 children in Illinois would participate in an afterschool program if one were available to them.  
#LightsOnIL #LightsOnAfterschool 
 
Illinois has 433,390 children unsupervised afterschool.  We need to expand afterschool in IL. #LightsOnIL 
#LightsOnAfterschool 
 
 

Sample Facebook posts 
 

 
October 26, 2017 is Lights on Afterschool, the national celebration of 
afterschool programs, which promotes the importance of quality 
afterschool programs in the lives of children, families, and communities.  
Like and share to show your support for afterschool. 
#LightsonAfterschool #LightsOnIL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Social Media

https://support.twitter.com/
https://www.facebook.com/help/345121355559712
http://afterschoolalliance.org/loaSocialMediaGraphics.cfm
http://afterschoolalliance.org/documents/LOA_2017_Social_Media_Kit.pdf


 

    
 

 
 

 
October 26, 2017 is Lights on Afterschool, the national celebration of 
afterschool programs, which promotes the importance of quality 
afterschool programs in the lives of children, families, and communities.  
Afterschool is in high demand in Illinois.  741,000 children across Illinois 
would be enrolled in an afterschool program if one were available to 
them, and over 400,000 youth in Illinois are unattended afterschool. Like 
and share to show your support for afterschool. #LightsonAfterschool 
#LightsOnIL  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The nation is experiencing a rapid growth in the need for STEM 
professionals. Between 2008 and 2018, the nation's need for STEM 
professionals will grow by 17%. Children discover their passions and pick 
up new skills as they explore their world in afterschool hours. To allow 
for the level of exposure and experiences needed to develop fluency in 
STEM, we must ensure that all communities offer ways for students to 
engage with these subjects in multiple and varied ways, including 
afterschool programming.  Like and share to show your support for 
afterschool. #LightsonAfterschool #LightsOnIL 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Afterschool programs in Illinois are doing great work and are leaving 
parents and families very satisfied.  Celebrate afterschool programs on 
October 26, 2017 during national Lights on Afterschool! If you are parent 
that has benefited from afterschool programs, share your story below. 
#LightsonAfterschool #LightsOnIL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

    
 

Elementary  
 
Light Bulb Art: The Afterschool Alliance has printable lightbulb art that students can decorate and write on 
about the importance of afterschool.  You can use this art to decorate your event or send them to local 
policymakers as a follow up to your event. 
 
Letters to Policymakers: Make a Mad Libs-type letter to policymakers where students fill in the blanks about 
why their program is important. 
 
Program Brochure: Have students draw pictures and make a brochure advertising their program to others.  
You can then keep these brochures and use them in meetings with legislators throughout the year.  
 
Afterschool Program Exchange: Have your program visit a different afterschool program in the community and 
have your youth experience what that program is like.  If you cannot travel, consider having your youth write 
letters to another afterschool program telling about what their program is like.  
 
Middle School/High School 
 
Lights On Photo Scavenger Hunt: Challenge your students to a photo scavenger hunt using their cell phones to 
find photos of different things that make your program special.  You can ask them to find photos of an adult 
that takes the time to check in about the lives of youth in the program, a project they have done, a piece of 
student artwork, a friend they made in their program, or someone that has a sibling that also participates in an 
afterschool program. Have them share a photo collage using Instagram or Facebook and share them using the 
hashtags #LightsonAfterschool #LightsOnIL. You can even tag their legislators on social media. 
 
Lights On Rap: Have students write a few lines of rap about their program and share via Instagram stories, 
Facebook, or Snap Chat. 
 
Lights On Photo Booth: Have students make a photo booth and take pictures.  They can share their photos on 
social media with captions about why they love their afterschool program.   

 
 
Lights On Afterschool is a great time to engage policymakers and media to raise the profile of your program 
and garner support of your program in the future. Start by thinking about who you want to reach with your 
message (policymakers, educators, funders, media, etc.) and who you want to deliver your message (youth, 
directors, other policymakers, etc.).  
 
Next, decide on when is the best time for event, which may need to be around Lights On but not on October 
26th to work with your invitees’ schedules.   After you have that squared away, you should think about where 
the best place is to deliver your message.  You could have the event at your program, but you could also go to 
City Hall, a school, or other public places.  The Afterschool Alliance has an event planning toolkit to help you 
create a timeline, work out logistics, templates for engaging media, and sample invitations.  

Event Planning Resources

Activities for Youth

http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/loaBulbArt.cfm
http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/loaChecklist.cfm#start

