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ACT Now magnifies and 
accelerates the impact of 
afterschool and summer 
programs:

We target resources where they 
are needed most, often to under- 
served communities.

We build relationships that help 
public agencies, funders, service 
providers, business, and parents 
work together. 

We drive student success by 
coordinating with in-school 
learning. 

We promote improvement by  
collecting data on program  
effectiveness, setting shared 
expectations for quality, leading 
multi-year planning efforts, and 
providing training and professional 
development across the state.

We champion afterschool with 
policymakers at national, state and 
local levels.

The Af ers hoo  for Ch dren nd Teens Now Co on ( ACT Now)  is a s ew de non-profit 
organization with the mission to transform afterschool and summer learning across no s  
We envision no s as a place where all K-12 youth have access to high quality learning 
experiences beyond the school day that prepare them for success in school, college, 
careers, and life. We impact hous nds of youth across the state.

Why Afterschool Matters: Helping Kids 
Develop Career-Ready Skills
Afterschool and summer programs help youth build skills for the future, improve academics, 
and support working parents.

In afterschool programs, students learn by doing. They strengthen their communication, 
problem solving, and teamwork skills. Afterschool is a natural vehicle for career exploration, 
work-based learning, interaction with industry, and exposing students to the opportunities 
that exist for them right here in no s. Afterschool programs help many students develop 
the skills they need to land that first job.  

When STEM programming is offered in afterschool and summer learning:  
80% of students gain a deeper understanding of science careers

72% of students develop perseverance and critical thinking skills

73% of students develop a “STEM identity,” a personal belief that he/she can do well and
succeed at science (STEMReadyAmerica)

Research shows that students in afterschool programs also demonstrate h her 
academic achievement, including improved grades, attendance, and schoolwork. 
Afterschool and summer programs can add 1,080 hours of academic learning to a 
child’s school year, equivalent to 144 school days. 

Afterschool programs also help support our current workforce. Working parents are more 
productive and less distracted at work when they know their kids are safe in the hours after 
school. Working parents miss an average of eight days per year due to lack of afterschool care. 



Partnering with ACT Now 
With a network of hundreds of afterschool and summer programs across the state, 
businesses partnering with ACT Now have the opportunity to scale their workforce 
development investments in new and exciting ways and leverage a trusted and 
knowledgeable voice to reach new audiences. 

Opportunities for Collaboration
Join our Leadership Counsel or a standing committee and help 
strengthen workforce development opportunities for Illinois youth. 

ACT Now’s Leadership Counsel members use their collective voice to support afterschool and its 
role in developing a viable talent pipeline.  ACT Now also has a range of standing committees that 
address all aspects of afterschool, including policy, quality improvement, professional 
development, and sustainability. By joining these efforts, businesses can ensure their current 
workforce is supported by quality child care, and their future workforce is career ready. 

Connect with afterschool and summer programs in your area and open 
up new opportunities for employee engagement.

Businesses can work with ACT Now to connect to afterschool programs in areas where their 
offices are based. These connections facilitate opportunities for employees to volunteer, to learn 
about programs for their kids, and to share their professional expertise with students hungry for 
career knowledge.

Get Connected with Afterschool and Summer Programs in your 
community.

Afterschool programs are constantly looking for resources to teach youth industry content and 
concepts. Companies can increase awareness for the education and workforce preparedness 
resources they create by leveraging ACT Now’s weekly newsletter, website, webinars, and 
trainings, which give afterschool and summer program providers the tools they need to succeed.
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