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Comments on Perkins Reauthorization 
Listening Tour to Inform Five-Year Plan on Career-Connected Learning 

Submitted by Susan Stanton on behalf of the ACT Now Coalition, December 12, 2018 
 

A. Our Organization 
 

The ACT Now Coalition is a statewide organization that works to ensure that young people in Illinois have 
access to quality and affordable afterschool and youth development programs. We believe that an 
increased commitment to young people beyond the traditional school day is a crucial part of their growth 
into healthy and productive individuals.  ACT Now is a diverse coalition supported by Illinois families, 
educators, business leaders, community advocates, youth organizations, and policymakers from across 
the state.  The ACT Now Coalition has recently taken on the advocacy of the former Federation of 
Community Schools because our organization acknowledges that this work is essential to the success of 
youth, schools, and communities in Illinois. 
 

B. Background on Afterschool Programs in Illinois and Preparing Youth for the Workforce 
 
In Illinois, we have successful afterschool programs in 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st 
Century), administered by ISBE, and the Teen REACH program, administered by the Department of Human 
Services.  Afterschool programs and out of school supports, like 21st Century and Teen REACH, are critical 
for the success of children, families, and communities all across Illinois.  Afterschool programs make 
learning fun, provide a safe and welcoming environment for youth, and support the workforce of today 
and tomorrow. We would like to highlight the work afterschool programs are doing to promote academic 
success and career-connected learning.  
 
Studies show that afterschool programs are sparking students’ interest in school leading to better school 
attendance, grades, standardized test scores, and behavior.  In the 2015-2016 school year, 64 percent of 
elementary students and 59 percent of middle/high school students in 21st Century programs improved 
their academic performance.1  Surveys of 21st Century participants’ teachers indicated that 57 percent of 
elementary students and 50 percent of middle/high school students improved class attendance.2  99.3 
percent of Teen REACH high school seniors graduate as opposed to the statewide average of only 86 
percent graduation within seven years.3  Further, data collected from Teen REACH sites shows that 73 
percent of Teen REACH youth improved school attendance, and 93 percent of Teen REACH students 
improved their grades within a year.4   
 
Afterschool programs can also help prepare the future workforce of Illinois by teaching career skills, 
exposing youth to new careers, and inspiring youth to reach their full potential.  Afterschool and summer 

                                                           
1 Goodyear, L., Mansori, S., Cox, J., & Rodriquez S. (2017). Illinois state board of education 21st Century Community 
Learning Centers program: State level program evaluation year 2015-2016. Retrieved from 
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/statewide_report_1516.pdf.  
2 Ibid.  
3 Illinois Department of Human Services. (n.d.). Teen responsibility, education, achievement, caring, and hope (Teen 
REACH). Retrieved from http://www.dhs.state.il.us/page.aspx?item=30777. 
4 Ibid.  
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learning programs teach leadership, problem-solving, critical thinking, teamwork, responsibility, and time 
management, which youth need to be successful in the workforce.  Studies show that cognitive skills such 
as these are significantly more important in determining economic outcomes than school attainment.5 
The afterschool hours offer time for apprenticeships, guest speakers, and project-based activities that 
build workforce skills.6 These activities, which many schools do not have the time and resources to 
provide, are key to helping students become college and career ready and make a successful transition 
after high school.7   
 

C. Opportunities to Partner with Out-of-School Time Programs in the Perkins Reauthorization 
 
In the reauthorization of the Perkins CTE law, there is a lot of language that fosters connections between 
CTE and out-of-school time learning to provide greater support for career-connected learning.  The 
following are areas that we hope ISBE pays particular attention to in creating its state plan: 

 Employability Skills: The law mentions the importance of employability skills in career 
development (like collaboration, communication, and problem solving). Afterschool programs 
are well-positioned to help teach these skills at a young age.  The activities and lessons 
conducted in afterschool programs teach skills like leadership, critical thinking, working in teams 
and much more.  Afterschool programs have the flexibility not provided in the school day to 
specifically address this need.   

 Middle School Career Exposure: The law expands eligible uses to allow for career exposure, 
exploration and preparation, and it permits use of funds as early as the middle grades (fifth 
grade through eighth grade).  Partnering with afterschool programs in the middle grades will 
help expose youth to careers earlier and inspire them to choose CTE pathways in high school. It 
is much easier to peak youth’s interest if this work starts younger.  

 Working with Intermediaries: The law mentions partnerships with community-based partners 
within the definition of qualified intermediaries (non-profits that connect students with 
opportunities). We encourage ISBE to include partnering with community-based afterschool 
programs in its state plan to cast a wider net in preparing youth for career.  

 Eligible Uses of Local Funds: The law for the first time explicitly lists partnerships with 
community-based and youth-serving organizations as eligible uses of local funds.  Using this 
funding to allow partnerships with afterschool programs can help to start youth thinking about 
their careers younger. 

 

Please feel free to reach out to ACT Now Network Lead, Susan Stanton, with any questions related to 
these comments: stantons@actnowillinois.org or 312-877-0725. 

 

 

                                                           
5 Afterschool Alliance. (2009). Afterschool: Opening doors to work and careers. Retrieved from 
http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/Workforce%20Brief%2036%20FINAL.pdf. 
6 Afterschool Alliance. (2011). Afterschool: Supporting career and college pathways for middle school age youth. 
Retrieved from http://afterschoolalliance.org/documents/issue_briefs/issue_collegeCareer_46.pdf. 
7 Ibid.  

mailto:stantons@actnowillinois.org
http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/Workforce%20Brief%2036%20FINAL.pdf
http://afterschoolalliance.org/documents/issue_briefs/issue_collegeCareer_46.pdf

